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CORRECTED; 
i 
A proper ANSWER 
To a late abuſive 


PAMPHLE I- 


INT. ITU LE D, 


CITY CoRRUPTION, 


AND 
Mar-ADMINISTRATION 


DISPLAYED. 


Being an Apology, for the Conduct of the Gentle- 


men of late Years, entruſted with the Management of 
the City's Affairs; and an humble Appeal to the 
Candour of every judicious and unbiaſſed Citizen. 
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By a Lover of TRUTH 


He who charges upon another, a Crime that deſerves ts 
Gallows, does, if it prove falſe, pronounce Sentence 
againſt himſelf, and og his own Right to Ty- 
burn. _ Caro's Letters, 
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SCURRILIT V. 


DEFAMATION 


CORRECTED, Ge. 


HERE is à certain Generofity of 

Spirit, natural to Engliſhmen, which 
always inclines them to protect and 
defend the injured and oppreſſed ; and it is 
remarkable amongſt us, when any Set of 
Men attempt, by Clamour and Calumny, 
unjuſtly to run down, and villify, the Cha- 
racters of thoſe who do not deſerve ſuch ſe- 


vere and injurious Treatment, that the ve 
Attempt which was calculated for their De- 


ſtruction, rouſes the Indignation of all Men 


of Virtue, and ends in the Defence and Pre- 
fervation of thoſe who were marked out as 


the Victims of Rage and Defamation. 


This generous Diſpoſition of Mind, which I 
will venture to call the Characteriſtick of an 
Engliſhman, never did, or could, ſhew itſelf 
more remarkably, than in the late Choice of 
Common-Council-Men for this City, and 

; A 2 in 


[4] 
in that of the reſpective Committees there- 
in appointed. ee 

The Gentlemen, who for many Years paſt, 
have conſtituted, and at preſent do conſti- 
tute, the Majority of the Common- Council, 
have of late been the Mark of Clamour, Ca- 
lumny, and Defamation : They have been 
treated in a Manner, even too groſs to be of- 
fered to the vileſt of Miſcreants, or Crimi- 
nals, convicted of the moſt flagrant and 
enormous Offences: But they, conſcious of 
their own Integrity, have hitherto diſregard- 
ed the moſt malicious Attacks of their Ene- 
mies; not in the leaſt doubting, but their 
Characters were ſuperior to the Indignities 
deſigned to be put on them. 

They have therefore patiently, without a 
Reply, and with entire Deference, ſubmitted 


themſelves to the Judgment of their Fellow- 


Citizens; fully aſſured, that they would, by 
continuing their uſual Favours to them, fully 
refute the Calumnies, and diſavow the op- 
probrious Uſage they have ſuffered; and 
thereby convince thoſe wholeſale Dealers in 
Scandal and Abuſe, as well of the Wicked- 
neſs, as the Folly and Impotence of their 
outrageous Malice. | 
Theſe were the pleaſing Hopes, which 
ſupported theſe injured Gentlemen, under 
the Diſcipline of ſuch ſevere and undeſerved 
ill Uſage; and it is with a Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction they are unable to expreſs, that 
they find they were not miſtaken, in the 
firm Dependance they had made on the 


Juſtice, as well as the Candour, of their * el- 
OW- 
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[5] 
low-Citizens; by means of which, they 
have ſo effectually triumphed over the Ran- 
cour of their Enemies, that they ſee their 
Friends more numerous in the- Common- 
Council than before ; and notwithſtanding all 
the venomous Attacks of their declared Foes, 
and their falſe Friends, themſelves truſted in 
the ſame Committees they have uſually pre- 


ſided over. 
This publick Teſtimony of the Eſteem 


and Regard of their Fellow-Citizens, 1s to 
them a moſt ample Reparation of Honour, 
and a full Satisfaction for all the Injuries and 
Indignities they have received ; they cannot 
but ſmile at, and deſpiſe, the impotent Ma- 
lice of their Calumniators, when they per- 


ceive they are ſtill in full Poſſeſſion of that 


good Will of their Brethren, which zhe/e in 
ſo baſe a Manner have attempted to deprive 
them of. 

They would therefore have continued 
filent under the Load of Infamy caſt 
upon them; the Teſtimony of Conſciences 
void of Offence, would have made them diſ- 
regard unmerited Reproach; but when they 
conſider there is a Juſtice due to their Con- 
ſtituents, the Citizens of London, as well as to 
themſelves, they think that, out of a Regard 
to them, it is incumbent upon them to ſet 
their Actions in a fair Light, leaſt their 
Electors ſhould partake of the Scandal 
thrown on them. 

Theſe Reaſons alone, have induced me to 
take Notice of that moſt malicious and ſcur- 


rilous Libel, which ſome Months ago ap- 


peared 


cording 


[6] 
peared under the Title of Ciiy Corruption, 
and Mal- Adminiſtration diſplayed ; the pro- 
feſſed Deſign of which was to alienate the 
Affections of the Citizens of Landon, from 
thoſe Gentlemen, who, for ſo many Years, 
have faithfully and induſtriouſly ſerved them, 
and ſubvert the Intereſt at preſent eftabliſh- 
ed in the City, by * producing & Change of 
Hands ; and this was to be brought about by 
the moſt plentiful Diſcharge of Falſity and 
Abuſe, which ever was voided from ſo ſmall 
a Book; and altho* it muſt be allowed to be 
a Maſter-Piece of Malice and Defamation, 
yet I flatter myſelf, that the Appeal I am 
now about to make from it to the Publick, 
will ſhew how little the Gentlemen accuſed 
in it, deſerve ſuch ſevere and cruel Treat- 
ment; and convince the World, that (ac- 
ng to the Words J have choſen for the 
Motto to my Title Page) the Author, or 
rather the Authors, of this equally true and 
polite Treatiſe, having charged upon others 
Crimes that deſerve the Gallows, bave thereby 


only pronounced Sentence againſt themſelves, and 


proclaimed their own Right 10 Tyburn. 
In Purſuance of the diſagreeable Labour I 
have undertaken, I propoſe in the firſt Place, 


to give you a View of ſome of the abuſive 


Language, with which this Libel greets the 
Majority of the Common-Caouncil, the Com- 
mittee of City-Lands, Cc. I ſay ſome of 
it, for to extract it all, would be tranſcribin 
the whole Book. | 


. 
ä In 


| UEY 
In the next Place I = conſider the Facts 
har u them, and having explained 
moe N undoubted Authority, I ſhall 
leave the World to judge, whether the Gen- 


tlemen accuſed, ought on Account of thoſe 
Facts to have been treated in ſo injurious a 
Manner. | | | 

I ſhall be very careful not to ſuggeſt any 
Thing, which may give any Handle to 
gueſs at the Authors of this polite Perfor- 
mance ; for even inſignificant as they are, I 
ſhould be ſorry, by ſo doing, to expoſe them 


to the Deteſtation of all Men of Honour 
and Worth; they may poſſibly, if concealed, 


amend their Manners, repent of what they 
have done, and by their future good Beha- 
viour, make ſome Reparation to the Perſons 
they have ſo baſely attempted to injure; in 
a Word, my Deſire is rather to reclaim them, 
than, by diſcovering, put them to open 
Shame, and thereby render them deſperate. 
I will therefore detect them only to them- 
ſelves, and with an ingenious Author ſay to 
them, Let this Detection be the Puniſhment 
« of their little, malicious Minds; nor can 
& there be @ greater, if they have one honeſt 
“ Paſſion remaining, that of Shame, or any 
„ other, to repreſent them to themſelves, in 
« their own miſerable natural Colours, Lv - 
5 ING, ENVIOUS, CONTEMPTIBLE. Ir 
is @ Lot ſufficiently wretched to be obliged to 
© hate one's ſelf, and to be hardened againſt 
© juſt Shame and Reproach is almoſt as bad: 
Doubtleſs it were better to have no Soul, than 
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* a lying and malicious One ; better not to 
« be, than to be a falſe and ſpiteful Being.” 
But however, leaſt this vile Production 
ſhould happen to be laid to the Charge of 
any Perſon, who has even the moſt diſtant 
Pretenſion to the Character of a Gentleman, 
a Man of Senſe, or one of a liberal Educa- 
tion: I ſhall, by ſome Quotations from it, 
in which there are neither Common-ſenſe, 
Decency, Grammar, or Meaning, undenia- 
bly prove, (what indeed, the Stile of it in 
general, ſufficiently evinces) that it muſt be 
the Production of low vulgar Hands, mean 
Heads, and worſe Hearts. 

I am determined to ſay nothing relating 
to the Manſion-Houſe, that Affair having 
been candidly and fully ſtated in the Modeſt 
Enquiry, to which the Reader, if he has not 
ſeen it, may have Recourſe, and he will find 
the Authors, now under my Laſh, have not 
attempted to anſwer it, and have only miſ- 
repreſented it,. as often as they have quoted 
it : Beſides, as at preſent, there ſeems to 
reign between the contending Powers, a 
Diſpoſition to bury all paſt Feuds and Ani- 
moſities in Oblivion, and to proſecute the 
Building to Effect ; it would ill become me, 
or any one to revive the Memory of a Con- 
tention, which bears ſo hard upon the Pru- 
dence and good Senſe of the Magiſtracy of 
this City. 

The defamatory Abuſes complained of, 
are to be ſeen in the following Paſſages of 
this moſt refined Performance : I beg 1 ay 


191 
be allowed the Liberty of tranſcribing ſome 
of the moſt remarkable ones. | 

Pag. 1. The Repreſentatives of this City 
(I ſuppoſe is meant only thoſe in Common 
Council) are deſcribed as idle, frivolous 
Haranguers, labouring, by all the Arts of low 
Sophiſtry and fulſome Flattery, to gloſs over 
and palliate their corrupt Meaſures, 1n order 
ſtill to uphold themſelves in that Power they 
have ſo ſhamefully abuſed, to the great Diſho- 
nonour of the City and Magiſtracy. They are 
charged as Perſons, who by all the wicked 
Arts of Deceit, Miſrepreſentation and Falſe- 
hood, are endeavouring to impoſe on the Un- 
derſtandings of their BFellow-Citizens, and 
therefore meriting their Deteſtation and Re- 
ſentment. 

Pag. 7. Speaking of the Railing in Moor- 
Fields, after charging the City-Lands Com- 
mittee for having been Confederates with 
the City Carpenter in defrauding the City 
of a very conſiderable Sum of Money, theſe 
Authors add, 1! is ſcarce poſſible to believe what 
= ſhameful Shifts, Artifices, and Prevarications 
= were hatched, to prevent coming to a perfect 
= MKnowledge of the Quantity of this Work ;, and 
* that your Repreſentatives ſhould take ſo much 

Pains to prevent ſuch egregious Corruption being 
brought to Light. 

Pag. 8. The Committee of City Lands 
are charged with having a Fellow-feeling in 
every Contract, though of ever ſo trivial a 
Nature, and putting the City to exorbitant 
Expences, that they may partake of the 
Plunder, 


B Pag. 10. 


1101 

Pag. 10. The Gentlemen of the ſame 
Committee are haughtily aſked, Hh what 
Face they can preſume to breathe the Spirit of 
Patriotiſm, when their whole Conduct is no- 
thing but the moſt unparallelled Scene of 
deteſtable Corruption, and Mal- Adminiftra- 
tion. | 
Pag. 11 contains the following decent 
Sentence; Jun ſee, Gentlemen, that not the 


leaſt Occaſion offers for groſs Impoſition and 


public Plunder; but it is chearfully embraced 
and countenanced by thoſe whom you have en- 
truſted with the Care of your Properties. 


The Motive on which this ſevere Cenſure | 1 


is founded is, that the Committee agreed 
that the Perſon who fixed the Poſts at Fleet- 
Market ſhould be paid for doing it: I am 
of Opinion, that there can be no juſt Cauſe 
for any Complaint on this Account ; and it 
would, I think, have been decent to have 
ſpared this Article, were it only from the 
Conſideration, that the Right Honourable 
the preſent Lord-Mayor was a Member of 
that Committee. 

Pag. 18. Speaking of the Committee of 
City-Lands, it is faid z As thoſe Gentlemen 
have ſpared no Pains to make themſelves con- 
temptible, I hope you, my Country-Men, will 
crown their Labours, and make them for ever 


, fo in the City of London, by excluding them 
from that Power they have proſtituted to the 


moſt ignoble Purpoſes. 

Pag. 19. They are charged with enrich- 
ing themſelves by the Power they were entruſted 
with for other Purpoſes, and ſhewing the 

* 1} ſtrongeſt 
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eft Attachment to Private Intereſt in O p- 


Poſition to that of the Public. 


Pag. 35. The Authors addreſſing them- 
ſelves to the Citizens, ſay, ſpeaking of the 
Common-Council-Men, It is an Inſult to 
your common Senſe and Underſtanding, to ſup- 
Poſe you can think theſe Men fit to be truſted 
again, with the Care and Diſpoſal of your Pro- 
perties, when they have ſo diſhonourably abuſed 
that Truſt you have repoſed in them. And 
again, in the ſame Page; Can you be ſo cre- 
dulous to think, that whenever ſuch Men pre- 
tend the Honour and Intereſt of the City, they 
do not always mean that of their dear ſelves. — 
Can you imagine, that Perſons of thoſe ſelfiſh 
Principles, do not make a Penny of every Place 


in their Diſpoſal ? 


Pag. 37. 1t is not to be doubted, Gentlemen, 
but thoſe Men who have ſo eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves in the Arts of Corruption, 
will ſtill attempt to practiſe the ſame on your 
very Perſons, to the End, that they may ſtill 
ſupport themſelves in their Deſigns againſt your 
Properties. 3 | 

Pag. 38. Beware of their Sollicitations, par- 
ticularly by Letters, Forgery having been too 
often prattiſed by them on theſe Occaſions. 

Well! Thanks to God, I have, at Length, 
waded through all this Filth and Naſtineſs, 
I thought, more that twenty Times, I ſhould 
have been mired in the Midſt of it; but 
ſince I am at laſt got upon firm Land, let 
me look back and ſee what I have got thro? z 
I find the Sum Total of this moſt abu- 
live Language amounts to this, that all the 

B 2 Perſons, 
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Perſons, who for many Years paſt, have 
been employed in the City's Affairs, as well 
Aldermen as Commoners, have deſerved no 
better Appellations from theſe polite Writers, 
than, frivolous Haranguers, low Sophiſters, 
fulſome Flatterers, Palliators of Corruption, 
ſhameful Abuſers of Power; the Diſhonour of 
the City and Magiſtracy ; Practicers of wicked 
Arts, Deceits, Miſrepreſentations, and Falſe- 
Hood; Impoſers on the Underſtandings of their 
Fellow-Citizens, Miſguiders of the Commoners, 
deteſtable Men, corrupt Miſmanagers, groſs 
Impoſers, publick Plunderers, contemptible, 
Praſtitutors of Power to the moſt ignoble Pur- 
poſes, diſhonourable Abuſers of their Truſt ; 
Men of ſelſiſb Principles, diſtinguiſhed in all 
the Arts of Corruption; and, to complete all, 
guilty of Perjury and Forgery. 

The foregoing Charge muſt be allowed 
by all Mankind to be the ſevereſt that ever 
was laid on People, who have ſerved this, 
or any other City; I can only ſay, that if 
any one of them has deſerved one twentieth 
Part, of what 1s alledged againſt them all, 
by theſe foul-mouthed Orators, ſuch a Perſon 
ought to be at once given up, to the moſt 
exemplary Chaſtiſements, the ſevereſt Pu- 
viſhments, an injured People can inflict : 
But if on the other hand, the Authors of 
this Pamphlet have, blinded by Rage, and 
ftimulated by Malice, uttered theſe abomi- 
nable Calumnies againſt innocent People, 
how ſtrongly have they incurred, how richly 

ave they deſerved, the Contempt, the Scorn 


af every virtuous and honeſt Man! I am 


convinced 


for their unjuſt Proceedings, they 
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convinced that theſe Miſcreants, if ever they 
enjoy a lucid Interval in their Frenzy, and 
are not abſolutely loſt to every Senſe of 
Shame, muſt look upon themſelves with 
Horror and Deteſtation, whenever they re- 
fle& on their own ſhameful Conduct, and 
conſider how groſs, how infamous their Be- 
haviour has been to Perſons who have in no 
wiſe deſerved ſuch cruel Uſage. But if they 
are of ſo hardened a Front, as never to 
reflect on, or ſhew a proper Repentance 
muſt of 
courſe be conſidered, by all honeſt Men, 
as a Reproach to the human Species, the 
Bane of Society, and Diſturbers of the pu- 
blick Peace. 

The Authors of this ſublimated Piece of 
Scandal and Invective, have introduced their 
Charge, by deſiring the Citizens of London 
to permit them to lay before them, a Series of 
plain Facts, and thoſe ſupported by ſuch Evi- 
dence as carries it's own Convittion with it. 
And in pag. 26. they add, That as Men in 
Power deſerve Puniſhment for the Abuſe of it, 
fo are their falſe Accuſers and Defamers juſtly 
zntitled to no better Fate. After ſetting out 
in this ſolemn Manner, is it credible that 
Creatures, endued with Reaſon, ſhould not 
produce one Fact either truly ſtated, or 
that can in any Manner be ſtrained, ſo as 
to prove the Crimes and Corruptions they 
ſo boldly inveigh againſt it? Yet this is the 
Misfortune they labour under, and I que- 
ſtion not but the plain Facts they beg Leave 
4% lay open, will be found to be very vil- 
lainouſly 


[14] 
lainouſly miſrepreſented and falſified, and 
in no wiſe capable of proving the leaſt Neg- 
lect in the Adminiſtration of the City's Af 
fairs, much leſs any Corruption in the 
Perſons entruſted therein. 

If therefore the plain Fafis they have 
produced ſhall be judged to be fairly re- 
preſented and juſtly proved, as the World 
will, in this Caſe, readily own, that the 
Perfons entruſted with Power, not only juſt- 
ly deſerve the opprobrious Language fo 
plentifully beſtowed upon them, but that 
their Names ought to be handed, with In- 
famy, down to the lateſt Poſterity; ſo if, 
on the other hand, it ſhall plainly appear 
that theſe Facts are either falſe in them- 
ſelves, unfairly repreſented, or not proved, 
and the mere Production of Envy, Rage, 
and Malice, theſe polite Writers, will, I 
hope, take Shame to themſelves, and, once 
in their Lives, own a Truth, by ingenu- 
ouſly confeſſing, that the ſcurrilous Appel- 
lations they have ſo abundantly dealt out, 
can poſſibly ſuit none but themſelves. 

In order to put this Matter upon the 
faireſt Iſſue, I will now extract the ſeve- 
ral Facts laid to the Charge of the Gentle- 
men in the Management of the City's Af- 
fairs, which I ſhall do with the exacteſt 
Care; and when I have ſo done, I ſhall 
offer in their Vindication, what I can col- 


lect from the beſ® Authorities relating to 


thoſe Facts, and then humbly appeal to the 
Candour of every unbiaſſed and judicious 
Citizen of London, who will judge and 

| decide, 
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decide, without Anger or Partiality; and 1 
make no Doubt of convincing all ſuch, that 
no Want of Care or Zeal for the publick 
Advantage has been betrayed on the Part 
of the Gentlemen entruſted ; and that, if 
they have not had the beſt Succeſs in ſome 
Particulars, it has in no Manner happened 
from a Want of proper Caution, much leſs 
from that of Honour or Honeſty, but pure- 
ly from Accidents, which could neither 
be foreſeen, nor prevented, fuch as every 
Perſon, in his private Affairs, is. liable 
to, and which indeed very few can avoid, 
more eſpecially in publick Works, where 
one is to treat and tranſact with Artificers, 
who by having purchaſed their Places think 
they have a Right to impoſe, and are, per- 
haps, in their private Characters, Perſons 
not over ſcrupulous in the Means of get- 
ting Money. 

The Facts of which the Gentlemen in 

Power are accuſed, are the following: 


iſt, Pag. 5. They are charged with an 
Attempt to cheat the City of 2378 J. per 
Annum, in lighting the City. 


2d. Pag. 6 and 7. They are charged 
with having actually cheated the City of 
472 J. 125. in the Railing of Moor-Fields, 
by — with the City Carpenter, and 
ot . | 


ad. Pag. 8. They are charged with par- 
taking of the exhorbitant Expence they run 
| the 
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the City to in planting the Trees in Moor- 
Fields. : 

4th. Pag. 9. They. are charged with 
having, by their deteſtable Corruption, put 
the City to the Expence of 1730 J. 5s. 5d. 
for a bad Gate at Biſhop*s-Gate, when they 
might have had a good one for 648 J. 


5th. Pag. 10. They are charged with 
having unjuſtly deprived Mr Browne, .the 
City Bricklayer, of his Right of doing the 
Brick-Work at Feet Channel. 


6th. Pag. 11. They are charged with 
having cheated the City of 80/. 45. in the 
Article of Poſts, at Fleet-Ditch. 


7th. Pag. 16. They are charged with 
having violated the Laws, by cauſing ſeve- 
ral Works to be done without publick Ad- 
vertiſements. | 


8th. Pag. 17. They are charged with 
having, in a crafty and unjuſtifiable Man- 
ner, ſuffered an Artificer, to do a Rod of 
Brick-Work for the City, for One Farthing ; 
and a Rod of Stone Coping, for Seven Pence 
half- penny, in order thereby to gull the City, 
as they elegantly expreſs it. 


gth. Pag. 18. They are charged with 
having carried their Corruption to ſuch a 
Height, as even to make the Stairs at Black- 
Friers of Oak ; whereas, theſe moſt ſublime 
Genius's had rather have had them of Stone, 
10th, Pag. 


with 
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oth. Pap. 18. They are accuſed of hay- 


allowed the Artificer that Stuccged Guild. 
122 Scaffolding to perform the ſaid Work 
by, notwithſtanding 4 cer/aiv difatorial De- 
puty had ſaid he ſhould have none. ' 


12th, Pag. 19. They are charged with 
partaking the ks Gains of all Nude 


Lon cerned in the City's, or Bridge-Houſe, 


Affairs. 


Theſe are the Articles of Impeachment 
brought againſt oF, Gentlemen intruſted 
wer in the City ; and in Puniſhment 
of the High Crimes and Miſdemeanours 
therein contained, theſe Ribbald-Scribplers 
have inflicted the Pains and Penalties of 
Scandal, Abuſe, and Defamation upon them, 
and have even ſtrongly ſollicited, for their 
Baniſhment for ever from the Regard and 
Affectiqns of their Felloy- Citizens: From 
this raſn Sentence, they appeal to their 
Conſtituents; and when theſe Facts are 
fairly and juſtly ſtated, they flatter them- 
{clyes, that this abuſive Judgment will be 
reverled ; that they ſhall be fully cleared of 
the groſs and ſcandalous Imputations laid on 
them, and be better fixed than ever in the 
Eſteem and Friendſhip of every Citizen of 
real Worth and Honqur. But I proceed to 
examine the Facts themſelves, And, 


O iſt. In 
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rſt. In pap. 5. They introduce their Charge 
on the Commitee of City-Lands, for having 
had an Intention of cheating the City of the 
Sum of 2378 J. per Ann. in the lightin 
the City ; but left any one ſhould think 
do not repreſent their Aſſertion fairly, I 
beg Leave to give it my Readers in their 
own Words, which are theſe : Does not every 


'one remember, what ſelf-intereſted Schemes the 


lighting only of this City broached ? So ex- 
tremely modeſt were our City- Managers upon 
this Occaſion, that they projected no leſs into 
their own private Pockets than 2378 l. per 
Ann. neat Profit. This is, if true, a Charge 
of a very heinous and heavy Nature, and, 
in Juſtice, ought to be well ſupported, if 
not by Proofs, by Circumſtances at leaft : 
But do theſe Men produce the leaſt Shadow 
of either, to eſtabliſh the Credit of ſo foul an 
Accuſation ? No, they content themſelves 
with. a bare-faced impudent Aſſertion, and 
ſeem, on their very firſt ſetting out, to have 
forgot they were to lay before you a Series of 
plain Facts, ſupported by ſuch Evidence as 
carries it's own Convittion with it, What 
but the moſt conſummate Degree of Wicked- 
neſs and Front, could induce theſe Men to 
charge Gentlemen with ſo monſtrous an At- 
tempt as this, and expect to be believed on 
their bare Words? Is it conceivable that 
ſuch a Deſign and Manner of ſlandering 
ſhould enter the Hearts of Men, not equal- 
ly loſt to common Senſe or Honour, 


But 
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But that my Readers may know how fa 
the Gentlemen that compoſed the then Com- 
mittes of City-Lands were concerned in the 
Affair of lighting the City, I ſhall, from 
the printed Report of that Proceeding, ex- 
tract the Steps taken by them therein, and 
leave them to judge, whether the Conduct 
of thoſe Gentlemen could, in any Manner, 
give Cauſe for an Accuſation of this Na- 
ture, 


The Leaſe granted by the City to the 
Proprietors of the Convex-Lights, for light- 
ing the City, being near it's Expiration, 
the Court of Common-Councll read to 
the Committee of City-Lands, to re- 
ceive Propoſals for the Manner and Me- 
thod of lighting this City, after the Expi- 
ration of the ſaid Leaſe, and make a Re- 
port of ſuch Propoſals as they ſhauld re- 
ceive, together with their Opinions thereon 
to the Court. 


In Obedience to this Reference, the ſaid 
Committee reported, on the 26th of Septemb. 
1735, that they had publiſhed ſeveral Ad- 
vertiſements, and received Propoſals from 
three ſeveral Sets of Undertakers, viz. Mr V. 
Marſhall and Comp. Mr P. Foſter and Comp. 
and Mr Leonand Bolt, on Behalf of Francis 
Aſty, Eſq; and Comp. The Purport of 
which ſeveral Propoſals they ſet forth in 
their Report ; and (in Obedience to the 
Reference which required their Opinion on 

C 2 the 
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the Affair) give it as their humble Opinion, 
that the Propofal made by Mr Mayſhall is 
the moſt advantageous of the three; all 
which however they ſabrnit to the Jud 

of the Court. This Report, which was figned 
by two wotthy Aldermen, Mr“ FohnThomas, 
and nine other Gentlemen of the Common- 
Council, was all that the City-Lands Com- 
mittee ever had to do in the Affair of 
lighting the City : Muſt it not therefore be 
Matter of the greateſt Surprize, that any 
Peaſons, how evil- minded or malicious ſo- 
ever they may be, ſhould dare, from a Tranſ- 
action which paſſed literally, as I have re- 
lated it, to deduce an Accufation of fo 
black a Dye? What Ground, what Founda- 
tion, can there be for it ? 


The Reader will pleaſe to obſerve, that 
till this Time there was no Talk of light. 
ing the City any lotger than from the 1oth 
of Auguſt to the 1oth of April each Year 
and during that Time, from Sun-ſetting 
until One a Clock m the Morning only. 
The Scheme, which afterwards took Place 
in the City, under the Sanction of an Act 
of Parliament, for lighting from Sun-fet to 
Sun-rifing throughout the whole Yeat, and 
to be done by ſeparate Contracts in each 
Ward, was at that Time, ſcarce thought 

of; 

* Mr Fobn Thomas is a very worthy Citizen, an 
eminent Salt Fiſnmonger, dwelling on Fiſb- rest Hill : 
He is at preſent Deputy to Sir George Champion ; and a 
reſpected Member of the Flzzce-Club. 
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= of, I mean, that of Collection; which is, 
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6f 4 and if the Citizens of London, by put- 
ting the lighting the City into a Form 
quite different from what was intended, 
when this Report was made, have had the 
od Fortune to have ſaved 4 great annual 
Sum to the City, ſhall theſe baſe Men be 
therefore ſuffered to ſay, that the Money 
ſaved by the Method, at prefent eſtabliſhed, 
£ould be projected into any private Pocket 
Whatever? Could the Committee of City» 
Lands behave othetwiſe, than they did 
in Obedience to the Thing referred to 
them ? No, certainly, they were cornmand- 
ed to receive Propoſals, and report them, 
with their Opinion thereon : This they did, 
and nothing more; neither could they have 
made a proper Return to the Common- 
Council, had they done leſs. 


Let us, for Argument ſake, admit it as 
a Truth, that if the City were to pay for the 
Lamps now butnt, from Sun-ſfetting to Sun- 
riſing, all theYear round, in the fame Propor- 
tion that Marſhall and Comp. demanded, it 
would come to much more than it at preſent 
coſts the City : This is a very good Reaſon 
why the prefent Method of Lighting was pre- 
ferred to all others, and unanimouſly agreed 
to by every Body ; yet let it be remembred, 
in Abatement of the ſuppoſed Extrava- 
Fancy of Mr Marſball's Propoſal ; Firſt, 

hat there is one great Saving, which no 
Undertaker could have had the Advantage 
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by the Act of Parliament, become a perſo- 
nal Duty. Secondly, That Marſhall's Pro- 
poſal was for Rape-Oil, which is conſiderably 
dearer than the Fiſh-Oil now uſed, although 
it muſt be owned, that Fiſh-Oil, well pre- 
pared, anſwers very well. Thirdly, No 
Inhabitants are exempted from paying on 
Account of hanging out a Candle and Lan- 
thorn at their Door; which, according to 
Marſhall*'s Propoſal, would have been the 
Caſe, and by thoſe Means, Taverns, Ale- 
Houſes, Coffee- Houſes, Sc. would not have 
contributed to his Undertaking 3 which, 
with other private Lights, would have been 
a very great Deduction from the Income 
he propoſed to have at ſo much per Houle, 

ly, It is very evident, that to maintain 
a Number of Lamps, burning all Night, 
may be done with very little more Expence 
of Attendance than till One in the Morn- 
ing, even in the dark Quarters, and with 
the very ſame in the light Quarters of the 
Year ; ſo that as the Expence does not ariſe 
in equal Proportion to the Number of 
Hours, the Lamps are to burn, to light 
any given Number of Lamps the whole 
Year, muſt always come out in a great Pro- 


portion cheaper than for the Time men- 
tioned in Marſball's Propoſal. 


I muſt beg my Reader's Pardon for this 
Digreſſion, which I have been unwarily 
drawn into, by a Suppoſition that my Au- 
tnors firſt laid it down, that Marſpall, and 

Comp. 
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Comp. were to have an immoderate Pro- 


Wages of Iniquity were afterwards to be di- 
vided between Mr 7obn Thomas, and the 
other Gentlemen who ſigned the Report; 
but I diſmiſs this Head of Accuſation, and 
appeal to every Citizen of London, whether 
theſe Dealers in Infamy have not ſet out 
moſt unluckily, in producing a villainous 
Aſſertion without attempting any Proof of 
it, and audaciouſly pretending to impoſe it 
on the World as a plain Fact ſupported by 
Evidence, which carries it's own Conviction 
with it. 


I now proceed to examine the ſecond 
Fact, charged on the Gentlemen of the 
Committee of City-Lands; and this I 
find in pag. 6 and 7, of this polite Treatiſe, 
wherein they are accuſed of having com- 
bined with the City-Carpenter, to cheat the 
City of 472 J. 125. by paying him that Sum 
for Railing in the Quarters at Moor- Fields, 


over and above what he had contracted to 
do It for. f | 


This is a very bold Aſſertion; and were 
there one Word of Truth in it, would prove 
the Members of that Committee to be both 
Knaves and Fools; Knaves for cheatin 

the City at all, and Fools for doing it, 


in ſo bare-faced and ſlovenly a Manner, 


as to give a Workman 472/. 125. more 
than he contraffed for, in Order to divide 


the 
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fit for lighting the City; and that thoſe 
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the Plunder: I am of Wet this Fact, 
which is alſo of tho Number of thoſa 
plain Fats ſupported by Evidence, which the 
Authors beg Leave to lay before you, will ap- 
pear, on a fair Examination, to bo as ill 
ſupported as the former z and will equally 
redound to the Shame and Confuſion of the 
Defamers now under my Correction. 


They fet out, by mentioning the Work 
done in Meer-Felgs as 4 Thing in it ſelf 
unneceſſary, and undertaken, far ſome wiſe 
Exds not yet brought 16 Light. I own I way 
greatly ſurprized to find a very neceſſa 
Repair, treated in this Manner : The Caſe 
is thus; That open Piece of Ground, called 
Aor- Fields, which was the Donation of 
woriby Citizen, for the Uſe, Pleaſure, ane 
Recreation of the Citizens of Laudan, had, - 
from a long Negle& of the Rails, became 
very ruinous and bad; thoſe Quarters, where 
the Citizens uſed to walk, and take the Air, 
were become the Rendezvous of looſe, idle, 
and diſorderly People, Vagabonds, Thieves, 
and Pick-pockets ; even Carts traverſed the 
Ground, and rendered that Gift, which, un- 
der proper Regulations, would have been a 
great Conveniency, as well as Beauty, to 
the City, one of the greateſt Nuſances near 
it, as well as a Reproach to the Gaverns 
ment of the City: It was therefore very 
juſtly thought neceſſary to put thoſe Fields 
into a decent Order; and whoevyer ſees them 
beautified, as they now are, and ene 
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the deſolate Situation they were lately in, 
muſt readily own, that the Committee of 
City-Lands would have been inexcuſable, 
had they any longer deferred putting them 
into Order, and, by their Neglect, con- 
tinued to deprive the City of ſo great an 
Ornament, and the Citizens of ſo much 
Pleaſure as the State of them at this Time 


affords. 


So much as to the Reaſons that induced 
the Committee of City-Lands to undertake 
the repairing and beautifying Moor. Fields; 
the Manner in which they proceeded in this 
Affair, is what I am now to conſider ; and 
I can, from wrdowbted Authority, aſſure my 
Reader, the following is the real State of 
the Caſe. | 


Mr George Smith, then Clerk of the City's 
Works, was ordered to make an Eſti- 
mate of what new Railing the Quarters of 
Moor-Fitlds would amount to; and having 
conſulted with the City-Carpenter, they cal- 
culated, that it would require upwards of 
Zo00 Cubical Feet of Timber to do 
it; and Mr Smith (by a Negligence, of 
which he was too frequently guilty, and 
which was one Cauſe of his being ſince diſ- 
miſled from his Office) caſt up the Cubical 
Feet in an Eſtimate he made at 25. 6 d. 
per Foot, Workmanſhip included, a Price 
never heard of. This Eſtimate is what the 
worthy Authors * me, are pleaſed to 


call 
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call a Contract; whereas it was nothing more 
than a Calculation made in too curſo 
a Manner, and that, by a Perſon, whoſe 
Want of Attention was often the Cauſe of 
great Miſtakes ; when the Work was per- 
formed, the Committee was not a little ſur- 
prized to find the Carpenter's Bill, come to 
ſo much more than the Eſtimate ; they ml 
therefore, on the ſixth of June, 1733, ap- 
pointed a Sub-Committee to examine the WR 
ſaid Bill, and report in Writing, how they 


find the ſame, and what, in their — 
is fit to be done therein. 


Cf. 
n 
Ty % 


In purſuance of this Reference, the Sub- 
Committee, on the 11th of Fuly following, 
reported, That they had examined Mr Cord- 
well*s Bill for Railing Moor-Fields ; and 
finding the ſame amount to a much greater 
Sum than the Eſtimate delivered in, they _ 
enquired i into the Reaſon thereof, and were 
informed that the ſaid Eſtimate, had, by 
a Miſtake, been made at 25. and 64. per 
Foot, whereas the ſame ſhould have been 
calculated at 4 5s. per Foot: that thereupon 
they had applied to Mr Gibbs, to view and 
value the ſame, which he had accordingly 
done; and valued the ſame, with the 
Workmanſhip included, at 45. per Cubical 
Foot : And notwithſtanding, they thought 
they might very ſafely” have relied upon 
the Valuation ſet on the Work by Mr Gibbs 
alone, whoſe great Experience, Skill, 
and Character, ſeemed to pronounce him 


I to 
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to be 'a very competent Judge of Things 
of this Kind ; yet, for the greater Certainty, 
they had alſo conſulted Mr Samuel Worral, 
and Mr William , Goſwell, Carpenters, and 
Men of Note in their Buſineſs, who were 
of the ſame Opinion with Mr Gibbs, that, 
including Workmanſhip, the Railing was 
worth 4 5. per Cubic Foot; that the Clerk of 
the Works had, by their Direction, meaſured 
the ſame, and found it to contain 5503 Cubic 
Feet ; which, at the Price aforeſaid, amounts 
to 11007. 12 5. out of which deducting 5 /. 
for Work done by the City-Labourers, the 
Sum of 1093 J. 125. remained due to 
Mr Cordwell ; which, they were of Opinion, 
ought to be paid to him. 


To this Report of the Sub-Committee, 
the Grand Committee unanimouſly agreed, 
and a Warrant was ordered accordingly. 


The foregoing is a true and faithful Nar- 
rative of what paſſed in this Affair, from 
the Beginning of this Work to the Time 
of paying for the ſame ; and I would aſk 
any impartial Man, what the Committee 
could do more than they did, to come at 
the Truth, as well of the Quantity, as of 
the true Value of the Work. Theſe violent 
Declaimers againſt Frauds and Injuſtice, 
would not ſure have had the Committee 
have endeavouned to take any Advantage 
of a Miſtake in an Eſtimate: had they 
attempted ſo baſe an Action as this, would 

D 2 they 
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they not juſtly bave laid themſchves open to 
the Cenfure of theſe Scandal-Mangers ? Who 
might, in that Caſe, with bude Reaſon, 
have repreſented them, as unfair Perſons, who 
had, in a ſcandalous Manner, attempted to. 
take undue Advantages, and turn the Slip of J 
2 Pen to the Ruin of an honaſt Tradeſman? 
There would doubtleſs have been good 
Ground ſor ſuch an Accufation as this, had 
they, in the diſhoneſt Stile of my Authors, 
called an Eſtimate a Conteat, and inſiſted 
upon it accordingly. 


The Gentlemen who at that Time com- 
poſed the Committee of City yaw and 
were preſent when the * of the Sub- 
Committe was received and agreed to, never 
yet lay under any Imputation of Diſfionour 
that I have heard of; and I really did 
imagine, that when the Name of ſo vary ; 
a Magiſtrate as Sir George Champion, appears i 
on the Books, as preſent at the Committee 
of that Pay, and ſtands among the Number: 
of thoſe — 4 figned the Warrant on the 
Chamberlain, in Favour of Mr Cordwell zx 1 
T fay, when the Name of a Gentleman, @ 7 
zealous in reforming Abufes, one who has 
ever declared ſo great an Abhorrence to 
Corruption in every 8 and is at the Head 
of a Society, eſtabli as the Members . 
it on all Occaſions . purely to do- 
tect Abuſes and diſplay FR rites Pg ion, 
I had great Hopes it would have afforded 

Protection, to all the Gentlemen who 1 
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and paid Mr CordwelPs Bill: But how much, 
Rien of ſo great a Name has not been ſuf- 
ficient to protect them from the infamous 
Reproaches. of the Authors before me, who, 
like Drewcan/ir in the Play, are ſo furious 
as to kill both Friend and Foe. 


This Affair reſted in the Manner juſt now 
related, from the xith of Juby, 1733, till 
the 22d of May, 1734. When the Court of 
Aldermen recommended it to the Committee 
of City-Lands, to re-examine Mr Cordwell*s 
Bill, and compare it with a new Admeaſure- 
ment and Valuation then made of the Work; 
and in Cafe there is more charged than 
ought to be, to rectify the fame z on this 
the Committee immediately ordered, that 
John James, Eſq; be deſired to re-meaſure 
the ſame, which he did; and, after ſeveral 
Meetings and Conferences with Mr Dance 
and others, they, on the zoth of April, 1735, 
rep that the Work . meaſured no more 
than 3189 Cubical Feet, fo that Mr Cord- 
Well had been paid for 314 Feet too many; 
which, at 4s. per Foot, amounted to 62 J. 
16. But Mr Cordell alledging, that he 
had twice, altered the Rails, for which he 
had received no Conſideration ; and Mr James 
and Mr Dance agreeing in Judgment, that 
thoſe: Alterations did deſerve 20/. The ſame 
was deducted, and Mr Cordwe!! ordered to 
pay the Remainder, being 42 J. 16 5. into 
the Chamber of Londen; to which he 
agreed, 


I have 


1 


I have now laid before my Readers every 
minute Tranſaction, relating to the Work 
in Moor- Fields; and I appeal to every juſt 
and candid Perſon, whether theſe Dealers in 
Defamation have made out any Part of their 
infamous Charge? Was this Work, as they 
baſely have aſſerted, contracted for in the 
Sum of 6287. ? Were there any ſhameful 
Shifts, Artifices, or Prevarications made uſe of 


to conceal any Part of this Affair? Were not 


all the Proceedings of the Committee, in 
every Reſpect, open, equitable, fair, and 
honourable? Is there the leaſt Step in all 
this Tranſaction, that can even render the 
Committee ſuſpected of any diſhoneſt Deal- 
ings, much leſs deſerving the heavy Re- 
proaches caſt upon them on this Ac- 
count ? 


The Gentlemen of the Committee ſcorned 
to take any Advantage of a palpable Mi- 
ſtake in an Eſtimate ; and although it had 
been in their Power, by Law, to have given 
it the Force of a Contract, which it was 
not, yet the Attempt would have been baſe 


and unjuſt, and the Workman would have 


been entitled to a Relief in Equity. 


Before the Committee paid the Bill, they 


took all the proper and poſſible Steps in 

their Power to be fully certified as well of 

the Quantity as the Value of the Work; 

as to the Quantity, they relied on ce 
| er 
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Clerk: of the Works, whoſe Buſineſs it was 
to meaſure it, as to the Value that was fixed 
by indifferent Perſons, Men of Probity, 
Knowledge, and Reputation, who could 
have no Advantage in miſleading the Com- 
mittee : What could they do more than they 
did ! I cannot conceive why they ſhould 
be even blamed, much leſs why they ſhould 
be treated with ſuch infamous Scurrility on 
this Account : They cannot be ſuppoſed, 
in their own Perſons, to be competent 
Judges of this kind of Work; but when 
they took all the beſt Precautions the Na- 
ture of the Caſe would admit of, to gain a 
true Information of the Matter, they did 
all that could be expected or deſired of 
them, and therefore I will venture to pro- 
nounce the Authors of the Book before me, 
ouilty of the baſeſt Ingratitude as well as 
the moſt unjuſt Defamation ; in their vil- 
lainous Attempt to blacken the Reputation 
of that worthy Magiſtrate Sir George Cham- 
Pion, and the reſt of that Committee, upon 


3 of their Proceedings in this Af- 
air. 


As to the bad and unworkman-like Man- 
ner, in which this Work is ſaid to be 
executed, the Members of the Committee 
ought not to be blamed on that Account ; 
they are not competent Judges of ſuch Mat- 
ters; all Faults of that Kind, if any ſuch 
there be, muſt be placed to the Account 
of the then Clerk of the Works, whoſe Ob- 
ED, ligation 


Kind; he, it muſt be allowed, was leſs 
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ligation it was to lobk into Things 


of thin 


careful than he ought to have been, and his 
Conduct, in this Affair, was one great Caufe 
of his being diſmiſſed from his Place; into 
which a very honeſt and able Man is now 
admitted, who will, I doubt not, for the 
Time to come, protect and defend the 
City from the Dipreaations of Artificers. 


I diſmiſs this Head, and notwithſtanding 
I have, as I humbly apprehend, cleared 
the Honour of the Committee of City- 
Lands, from the malicious and falſe Accu- 
fations of my Authors, yet I cannot help 
owning, they were very defective in one 
Point; I mean, in not having taken the 
Opinion of theſe wife and knowing Men, 
in a Work of this Sort, fince no Man can 
read the eloquent and polite Treatife now 
before me, but muſt allow them to be great 
Maſters in the Art of Railing. 


The third Fact laid to the Charge of the 
Gentlemen, intruſted with Power, is, that in 
every Contract, of how trivial a Nature ſo 
ever, they have a Fellow-feeling, and partake 
themſelves of the exorbitant Expence they 
run the City to. | 


After the bad Succeſs the Authors, I am 
now chaſtiſing, have had in the wa fr# 
Plain Facts they have produced, and which 
J have, I hope, fully diſproved and expoſed 


to 


„ 
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to the Contempt of my Readers, it may 
be, perhaps, expected, that this Charge 
which ſo deeply affects and wounds the Re- 
3 putation of the Gentlemen to whom it is 
applied, ſhould be ſupported by ſore kind 


of Proof; for certainly theſe inveterate 


Defamers, can claim no Right to be be- 
lieved, without bringing ſome Vouchers of 
*Z the Truth of what they ſo boldly aſſert: 
This they are ſenſible of, and therefore 
they have endeavoured to ſupport this Slan- 
der by a Fact which is to prove it: 
Were they as real Objects of Compaſſion 
as they certainly are of Contempt, one could 
ſcarce, I think, help pitying them, for the 
ill Luck which, in this particular Caſe, at- 
tends them; they are ſo eager in throwing 
Dirt, that one would think they had put 
out their own Eyes with it; for if they 
had not been blind, they muſt have per- 
= ceived, that the Fact they bring to ſup- 
port this Calumny, confutes it, and proves 
quite the reverſe of what their Rage and 
Malice dictates: They tell you, that a Per- 
ſon, who was before the Committee, when 
they received Propoſals for planting Moor- 
; Fields, demanded 12 5s. per Tree; and that 
the Committee agreed with another to plant 
the ſame Sort of Trees for 18 Pence per 
85 Tree; that is, the Committee, with a foul 
Intention of cheating the City, rejected an ex- 
travagant Propoſal, and agreed to except 
a reaſonable one: What, in the Name of 
Wonder, do theſe Animals drive at ! Could 
E one 
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one ever have imagined that fo virulent an 
Accuſation ſhould be founded on an Action 
in which the real good Management, the 
laudable Frugality, of the Committee is fo 
ſtrongly manifeſted ? If they, by their Care 
of the City's Intereſt, obtained that for 
18 Pence for which 125. had been de- 
manded, they could ſcarce imagine they 
ſhould be abufed for fo doing; they 
had, I think, more Reaſon to have expected 
the Applauſe of their Conftituents on fuch 
an Account, than the Abuſe of thefe De- 
famers : Had the Cafe been juſt the re- 
verſe of what they cite; had 12 5. per Tree 
been given, when it was offered at 18 Pence, 
there would have been juſt Grounds for 


ſuppoſing (as they elegantly ſtile it) à Fel- 


low-feeling ; but from the Fact they in- 
ſtance, to deduce an Accuſation of ſo black 
a Nature, is what none can dare attempt 
without giving up all Pretenſions to com- 
mon Senſe, as well as to Honeſty and 
Decency; low, baſe, wretched Creatures! 
Objects of Scorn and Contempt! How 
ſtrongly are you urged, by Rage and Ma- 
lice, to defame! In how mean, how im- 
potent a Manner do you attempt the Exe- 
cution of your baſe De/ign ! 


I now proceed to examine the fourth 
Fact, as it ſtands charged in pag. 8 and g. 
It amounts to this, that the Gentlemen in 
the Committee of City-Lands might have 
had a good fubftantial Gate built in —_ 

e 2 . Gale- 
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r 
Cate: ſtreet, by Mr Smith, for 648 J. but that 
they, by their wiſe and equitable Conduct, 
had run the City to an Expence of 
1730 J. 55. 5d. for a very bad one. 


I am of Opinion, that the unjuſt Man- 
ner in which this Fact is ſtated, will ren- 
der the Malice of this Charge as conſpi- 
cuous, and as void of the Fruit expected 
from it by the Defamers, as any of the 
former: They ſay, that Mr Smilh pro- 
2 1 to undertake the Work for 648 J. 

ut that the Committee, for Reaſons beſt 
known to themſelves, reſolved, the City-Arti- 
ficers ſhould have this Job, at 950 J. and 
that not content with depriving Mr Smith 
of this Work, they moſt arbitrarily and 
violently pretended to wreſt out of his Hands 
a Piece of void Ground, adjoining to 
Biſhop*s-Gate, for which he had contracted 
to take a Building-Leaſe, at 8 J. per Ann. 
under a Fine of 30 l. 


Were the Fact as it is here repreſented, 
the Committee would find themſelves very 
much puzzled how to acquit themſelves 
of the higheſt Injuſtice and moſt arbi- 


trary Proceedings; but the true Fact is as 
follows. 


After the Committee had publiſhed, that 
they would receive Propoſals for rebuild- 
ing Biſhop*s-Gate, according to à Plan there- 
of, to be ſeen at o Comptroller's Office, on 

2 the 
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the Twenty-ſecond of November, 1732, 


Edward Smith propoſed to build a Gate 


for 648 J. and being told by the Com- 
mittee, when they accepted his Propoſal, 
that the Gate muſt be built in the Man- 
ner publiſhed, he agreed thereto, and a 
Contract was ordered to be drawn up in 
Conformity thereunto : This was no ſooner 
done, than the ſaid Smith bargained for a 
Piece of void Ground adjoining to the in- 
tended Gate, for a Leaſe of Sixty-one 
Years, at 8 J. per Ann. and a Fine of 50/7. 
into which Demiſe the Committee came, 
not in the leaſt ſuſpecting that Smith had 
any Deſign to elude his Contract for build- 
ws the Gate; the Contract for which, 
being in due Time drawn up, was ten- 
dered to him to ſign : He refuſed to ſign 
the Contract, ſaying, he would not build 
according, to the Plan in the Comptroller's 


Office, although he had agreed fo to do, but 


that he would build according to a Plan 


of his own: By this it is plain, Smith re- 


refuſed to ratify the Contract he had made, 


and it was not taken from him by the 


Committee, Reaſons beſt known to themſelves, 
as is falſely and maliciouſly fuggeſted ; but 


Mr Smith, for Reaſons beſt known to 510 lr, 


refuſed to ratify the Agreement, and ſign the 
Contract he had verbally made in Preſence 
of the Committee, 


This 


FF 


The Agreement with Smith going off in 
ſo unexpected a Manner, the Committee be- 
gan to fear, that a great Inconvenience 
might ariſe from his having the Piece of 
void Ground adjoining to the intended 
Gate, which they had let him have, in full 
Faith and Perſuaſion, that he really intended 
to perform his Contract ; but he having 
evaded that, there was juſt Cauſe to appre- 
hend, that by having that Ground, he 
might greatly embarraſs the building of 
that Gate, ſince, probably, ſome Part of 
it might be neceſſary for that Purpoſe ; the 
Reſolution which they therefore took to va- 
cate that Agreement, was neither, an arbi- 
trary nor a violent Act, it was an Act 
of mere Neceſſity, and a juſt Return to 
Mr Smith's Treatment, in refuſing to ratify 
and. ſign a Contract he had made: His In- 
tentions in artfully getting into the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the void Piece of Ground, were 
manifeſtly either to have it in his Power to 


build ſuch a Gate there as he pleaſed, with- 


out any Regard to the Plan in the Comp- 
troller's Office, or to hinder the Progreſs of 
that Building by any other, unleſs he could 
make an uncommon Advantage, by giving 
up the Demiſe of the Ground which he had 
obtained of the Committee, under a Pre- 
tence that he would contract for the Gate; 
which it is plain he never intended -to per- 


form, unleſs he ſhould be allowed to do it in 


his own Way: This Behaviour of Smith's 
could 


38 
could not intitle him to any Favour from 
the Committee, he certainly had very juſtly 
incurred their Reſentment; they therefore 
took, by Advice of Counſel, an Advantage of 
his not having paid his Fine in due Time, 
and vacated the Demiſe accordingly : in do- 
ing which, they did no more than any pri- 
vate Perſon would have done, who had, by 
falſe Pretences, been drawn into an In- 
conveniency of this Sort; they took the 
Advantage of the Law, and nothing 
more. 


Mr Smith having, in the Manner above- 
recited, refuſed to undertake the Gate in the 
Manner it had been publiſhed, an Agree- 
ment was afterward made with Mr Horſenail 
to build the Gate according io the Plan, for 
the Sum of 950 J. he allowing the City 507. 
for all the old Materials, except the leaden 
Ciftern, Pipes, Cc. This Propoſal of 
Mr HorſenaiPs was always looked on as a 
very reaſonable one, for building the Gate 
according to the Plan in the Comptroller's 
Office, and it was accepted on that Account 
by the Committee; and, notwithſtanding my 
Authors aſſert, that the Work was given 
to a City-Artificer, Mr Horſenail is no City- 
Artificer, this is therefore a Falſity; but in 
a Book, where is ſcarce one Word of Truth, 
it would be ridiculous to point out any parti- 
cular Lye. 


Mr Horſe- 
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Mr Horſenail, in purſuance to his Con- 
tract, begun and carried on the Building, 
and, it muſt be owned, a very unhappy 
Accident attended it; the Scaffolding and 
Centers were fcarce ſtruck, when the Gate 
fell down : Whether this Ruin was occa- 
fioned by a Defect in the Plan, or the Man- 
ner of executing it, I will not determine; 
but this I will ſay, that it is very unjuſt to 
charge the ill Succeſs thereof to the Want 
of Care or Management of the Committee: 
Could the united Strength of that worthy 
Citizen, Mr John Thomas, and that worſhip- 
ful Alderman, Sir George Champion, then 
Members of that Committee, prevent the 
Gate from falling? No, doubtleſs, they could 
not have retarded the Ruin of it for one 
Moment, not even altho' the whole Fleece- 
Club had joined with them to ſupport it: 
Muſt we not from thence conclude, that 
nothing could prevent it's Fall ? 


This was certainly a very mortifying Ac- 
cident for the Builder, but an Accident that 
may befal the moft experienced Builders, 
and their moſt careful and equitable Em- 
ployers ; we have, within a very little Time 
paſt, feen this Misfortune attend private 
Buildings in * two Inſtances, where it can- 
not be ſuppoſed any Want of Care or 
Management could be imputed to the Per- 

ſons 
Fobn's Coffee-Houſe in Cornhill, Another Houſe 
in Wa/broke, building for Sir Roger Hudſon. 


[ 49 ] 
ſons for whoſe Accounts thoſe Buildings 
were erected: Why therefore ſhould any 
ill Management be imputed to the Com- 
mittee of City-Lands, becauſe an Acci- 
dent attended a Building erected by their 
Order, which the greateſt Care and good 
Management of private Perſons have not 
been able totally to exempt them from ? 


Sure when Gentlemen, concerned in publick 


Affairs, ſnew as much Care as private Per- 
ſons do in their own, nothing further can 
be required of them. 


Let us now ſee how Mr Horſenail behaved 
himſelf under this Misfortune, and I believe 
it muſt be owned that nothing could be 
more juſt and honourable than what he did 
on this Occaſion ; he might, (as I fear many 
many other Artificers under the like Circum- 
ſtances would) have wrangled, and have laid 
the Fault on the Inſufficiency of the Plan; 
he laid no great Streſs on this, but imme- 
diately agreed to rebuild it at his own Ex- 
pence, under the Direction of Mr James; 


and obliged himſelf to add ſuch additional 


Works as ſhould be thought proper for the 
Strength of the Gate, which he ſubmitted 
to be paid for by the Foot or the Rod, 
as other Works of the ſame Kind were 
uſually valued; and this was too reaſonable 
a Propoſal not to be accepted, 
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Be pleaſed to obſerve what the Clamour, 
which my foul-monthed Authors have 
raiſed againſt the Committee of City-Lands, 
on Account of Biſhop*s-Gate, amounts to 
Smith was not deprived of the Work, but 
refuſed to do it ; he was not violently, and 
in an arbitrary Manner, ouſted of a Leaſe 
he had taken, in a fair and open Manner ; 
the Committee only took hold of an Ad- 
vantage they had over him by Law, on 
Account of his not paying his Fine in the 
Time agreed upon by his Contract, to 
hinder him from coming into a Demiſe he 
had obtained under a fallacious Pretence, 
and which he was deſirous of having, purely 
that it might be in his Power to diſtreſs 
the City: As to the falling of the Gate, 
the City ſuffered no other Loſs, by that 


Misfortune, but the Loſs of Time: Horſe- 
nail rebuilt it at his own Expence; the 
additional Works were done by the Ad- 
vice, and under the Direction of an able 


and experienced Architect; paid for at fair 
and reaſonable Prices, and were not only 
Additions to the Strength but the Beauty 
of the Work: Is there, in fine, in the 
whole Conduct of the Committee, any Step 
that deſerves Blame, much leſs the ſcurrillous 
Treatment laid on them by the Defamers I 
have now undertaken to correct. 
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As to the Manner in which the Expence 
of building Briſhop*s-Gate is calculated, I 
think it too ridiculous to be ſeriouſly ex- 

loded; it will ſuffice to obſerve on this 

ead, that my Authors are as full of Fallacy 
in their Figures as their Words, and have 
no Regard to Truth in any Shape or Dreſs. 


The fifth Article of Impeachment, which 
the Animals I am now currying bring againſt 
the Committee of City-Lands is that, in 
pag. 10, where they charge them with hav- 
ing, by ſhameful and enormous Practices, un- 
Juitly deprived the eminent Mr Brown, 
City-Bricklayer, of his undoubted Right of 
doing the Brick-Work at Fleet-Channel. 


Hitherto theſe angry Authors have abuſed 
the Gentlemen in Power, for throwing Jobs 
into the Hands of the City-Artificers; for 
doing which they have made a copious Diſ- 
charge of their Ribaldry upon them, and 
have told them, they play into ſuch Hands, 
in order to have a Fellow-feeling with them, 
and ſhare the Plunder of the City; but now, 
on a Sudden, the Scene is quite changed, 
and, truly, a Fit of Tenderneſs ſeizes them, 
on Behalf of Mr Brown, the City-Bricklayer, 
and the Committee of City-Lands is to be 
11] treated for not throwing the Job into 
his Hands: How is it poſſible to pleaſe 
ſuch Animals? If you give the Work to a 
City-Artificer, your Honour is * 

2 | an 


[ 43 ] 
and they cry, Ay, you will be ſure to have 
a Share in the Plunder: If you put it into 
other Hands, your Juſtice is called in Que- 
ſtion, and you are charged with doing a 
Wrong to an eminent Artificer, whoſe Money 
you have had for the Purchaſe of his 


Place. 


As the ſcurrilous Authors now under my 
Correction, have not pretended that Brown 
would have done the Work cheaper than 
Sharpe, to whom it was given, did it; I 
think it will be ſufficient to lay before my 
Readers, the Reaſons which induced the 
Committee to give the Preference to Sharpe 
before Brown : Why, truly, when the Pro- 
poſals, were to be received by the Committee, 
* Brown, becauſe he was City-Bricklayer, refuſed 
to tie himſelf up to any particular Articles, 
he only claimed a Right to do the Work, 


and defired to be paid for it as it ſhould be 


valued after it was done : This being looked 
on, by the Committee, as a very looſe, and 
uncertain Manner of engaging in a Work of 
ſo great Amount and Conſequence : They 
called Mr Brown in, and told him, That if 
he would make a Propoſal in the Manner 
others did, they would ſhew a proper Re- 
gard thereto ; but he inſiſted on his Right, 
as City-Bricklayer, and would make no ex- 
plicit Propoſal ; for which Impertinence of 
Behaviour, he was very juſtly laid aſide, and 
the Work was contracted for with Mr Sharpe, 
to do it under the Inſpection of Mr James, 
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who, from Time to Time, ſurveyed the 
Work, and gave the Committee a ſatisfactory 
Account thereof. 


This is the Fact as it really paſſed, and I 
would appeal to all the World, whether if the 
Work had been given to Brown, eſpecially on 


ſuch unconcerted Terms, as thoſe on which 


he pretended to do it, the Committee might 
not have been abufed by the Authors before 
me, for leaving « Piece of Work of ſo many 
thouſand Pounds Importance, to the Mercy of 
e City-Artificer : I really am perſuaded this 
would have been the Caſe, and am fully con- 
vinced they are angry, in their Hearts, with 
the Committee, for not having done a 
Thing they might have taken ſuch Ad- 
vantage of, and which the Committee could 
never have juſtified. 


Theſe polite Writers are very angry, in 
Pag. 11. that when the Poſts, which were 
agreed for (with iron Caps included) at 


Twenty-five Shillings each, were ſet up at 


Fleet- Market, there ſhould be 80 J. 45. paid 
for breaking up the Pavement, making the 
Holes, ſetting the Poſts, ramming in the 
Earth, and making good the Pavement 
again: If they can ſhew that fixing them 
was any Part of the Sum of Twenty-five 
Shillings; for which each Poſt was agreed 
to be completely made, they will do ſome- 
thing ; but if not, the Charges of ſetting 
them, ought to be paid for, ſince Poſts 

are 
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are of little Uſe until they are ſet into the 
Ground, they*are therefore called upon to 
prove this Fact; till when they ſtand charged 
with having falſified this Fact, as they have 
done all the others which they have mentioned 
in this their Magazine of Defamation. 


The next Complaint my Authors make, 
is in pag. 16, where they accuſe the Com- 
mittee of City-Lands, with having cauſed 
ſeveral Works to be done, without adver- 
tiſing, in open Violation of the Laws: And 
although they introduce this Accuſation 
with great Pomp and Solemnity, I muſt ſub- 
mit the Importance of it to the Judgment 
of my Readers. 


I ſhall mention ſeveral Works they in- 
ſtance as the Proofs of this Violation of the 
Laws, in the Order in which they ſet them 
down ; and as to the three firſt Articles of 
the Charge, viz. Oober the 15th, 1733, 


For Stone-Steps, in Moor-Fields, 481. 2 5s. gd. 


Novemb. 19. 1733, Maſon's-Work, at the 
Seſſions- Houſe, 59 J. 25. 9d. Feb. g and 
19th, 1734, Coping-Work, at Moor- Fields, 
21/1. 145. 7d. Theſe three Articles were 
not, as they falſely aſſert, performed by 
Mr Hor/ſenail, they were done by Mr Stanton, 
the City-Maſon, who was then living, and 
had a Right to do the ſame, by Virtue of 
his Office. As to the next Article, the 
Poſtern at Aldgate, 10 Septemb. 1734, which 
coſt 30 J. 155. 9 d. If it was not advertiſed, 
Sir 
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Sir George Champion, and Mr Jobn Thomas, 
who were of the Committee, when that 
Work was ordered to be done, can, I que- 
ſtion not, give very good Reaſons, why they 
ſigned the Order for doing it without adver- 
tifing, I have not, I muſt own, very mi- 
nutely informed myſelf of this Fact; but I 
find, however, that the Work was not un- 
dertaken without a very mature Deliberation : 
The Thing was firſt propoſed, in Oob. 1733, 
during the Life of Mr Stanton, City-Maſon: 
The Order for doing it, was ſigned ſome 
Time in the Month of May following, 
whilſt, as I believe, he was ſtill living, = 
I believe, it was paid for to his Widow, 
included in an Order for 159 J. ſigned b 

the Committee of City-Lands, 18 Decemb. 
1734, being in full for Mr Stanton, the 
City-Maſon's Bill, to Micbhaelmas, 1734. 


As to the Stone-Work added to Biſbop's- 


Gate, by the Advice and Direction of 


Mr James, on the ſecond rebuilding that 
Gate; it was not probable, from the Na- 
ture of that Work, under the Circumſtances 
the falling down of the Gate had placed it, 
that any Perſon whatever could have the 
doing it but the ſame Artificer, that had the 
Misfortune to be obliged to rebuild that 
Gate at his own 
fair Objectors might have as well left out 
this Article, had not their Deſign required 
them to inflame the Account, by multiplying 
of Articles, right or wrong, in order to 

miſlead 


ce ; ſo that my un- 
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miſlead the Fudgment of ſuch of their Readers 
who are uninformed of Things of this Kind: 
Of this Sort too is the next Work they in- 
ſtance, of the new Way, for the more ſafe 
Conduction of the Priſoners from Newgate 
to the Old-Baily, which they ſay coſt 200 J. 
for they muſt ſurely know this Work was 
done by Direction of Sir George Champion, 
then Sheriff; who can, I doubt not, if 
called upon, produce very good Authority 
for what he did in the Proſecution of that 
beneficial and neceſſary Improvement, and 
give proper Reaſons why he did not adver- 
tiſe the Work. 


The Piazza at Black-Friers might coſt 
77 l. in the Whole; but as in that Sum, are 
included the reſpective Bills of the Carpenter, 
Bricklayer, Maſon, Plumber, Smith, Plai- 
ſterer, and Painter, it did not, probably, 
appear to the Committee, that the Value 
of any of their Works did, upon a juſt Eſti- 
mate thereof, exceed the Sum of 201. and there- 
fore no Publication was required; and this 
was the Caſe of the Repairs at Lamb's-Conduit, 
which, they ſay, coſt 48 J. as I am aſſured it 
was alſo with Regard to the 63 J. for Repairs 
at Fleet-Ditch. I ſhall diſmiſs this Article 
with obſerving, that theſe angry Declaimers 
> have been as unlucky, in what they have 
aimed at, in this Attack, as in all the reſt, 
== and I am perſwaded, no Man of Can- 
dour can allow that any one of the Facts 
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they have produced can prove the Accuſa- 
tion it was intended to ſupport. 


The next Thing they proceed upon, is a 
very important Diſcovery they have made z 
namely, that once upon a Time, the Com- 
mittee, in a moſt profuſe and prodigal Man- 
ner, contracted with a Perſon to do a Rod 
of Brick-Work for a Farthing ; from this 
they very modeſtly infer, that the Artificer, 
who did this, could have nothing in View, 
but to fill his own Coffers, and thoſe of his 
Employers, at the City's Expence, who was, 


by this Stratagem, 10 be gulled out of immenſe 


Sums : This redoubted Fact, which they print 
in Capital Letters, is really a mighty new 
Way of gulling the City, and a Bricklayer 
would be a great while in filling his own Cof- 
fers, and thoſe of his Employers, after the 
Rate of a Farthing a Rod for Brick-Work ; 
but I will ſtate the Caſe according to the 
beſt Mnner I have been able to collect the 
Circumſtances of it, and leave my Reader 


to make his own Inferences from it. The 
Fact is thus: 


A ſmall Job of Brick-Work being wanted 
to be done in Moor Fields, a Diſpute aroſe, 
among ſome Bricklayers, who ſhould do it; 
and one of them, Mr Cooper by Name, of- 
tered to do it for a Farthing per Rod: What 
might be the real Cauſe of this Emulation 
did not appear; but it being ſuſpected, it 
might be done with an Intent to claim the 

doing 
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doing of other Jobbs, they were told, in order 

to obviate any ag cw icy of that kind, 

| that although their Propoſal ſhould be accepted, 
it would not entitle them to any future Work. 
Notwithſtanding this, 15 perſiſted in their 
Humour, and the Work was given to 
Mr Cooper for a Farthing: I would humbly 
now aſk my Authors, What could the Com- 
mittee do in this Caſe ? If they had refuſed 
accepting this Propoſal, and had given more 
for it than was aſked, What would my Au- 
thors have ſaid? or rather, What would 
they not have ſaid? If, in making ſuch a 
capricious Propoſal, they had the indirect 

= Views they are charged with, the Declaration 

of the Committee ought to have convinced 


them how fruitleſs the Attempt muſt be; if, 


” after that Admonition, they continued re- 
* ſolved to make the City a Preſent of a Rod 
or two of Brick-Work, they were certainly 
free to do it: I think it is very plain, if 
from hence they had any Deſign to plunder 
= the City, they muſt have had very bad Suc- 


. 


ceſs in their Scheme, otherwiſe theſe indefati- 
4 re Scandal-Brokers, muſt certainly have 
found it out, and would have been highly 
delighted to have ſwelled, this their wonder- 


ful Performance with a Recital of it: If 


DL, 


there really was any evil Deſign on the Part 
of the Committee in this Affair, Mr John 
Xx Thomas, who was preſent in the Committee 
at the making of this Contract, can cer- 
= tainly clear up the Matter; I think, that ſo 
= vothy a Citizen's bong a contracting Party, 
in 
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in | this Farthing Treaty, ought to convince 
every one, that no Detriment could accrue 
to the City from it; but I grow quite ſick 
with this low, dull Stuff, and believe my 
Readers do ſo too: I will therefore beg their 
Patience but for a Moment longer, to con- 
ſider very briefly of the two laſt Articles of 


Accuſation contained in the Book before 
me. 


In pag. 18, great Fault is found with the 
Committee of City-Lands, for cauſing Oak- 
Steps to be made at Black- Friers, when, 
it ſeems, my Authors would rather have 
had them of Stone: Had theſe wiſe Heads 
made a timely Remonſtrance againſt Oak- 
Steps, they might poſſibly have been grati- 
fied in the Affair; or if refuſed, might 
have had ſome Foundation for the Anger 
they ſhew on this Occaſion : but as they did 
not take this Method, I cannot ſee they have 
any Right t to be in ſuch a Paſſion with the 
Committee on this Account, as, with their 
uſual good Manners, to treat this Proceed- 
ing as s ſhockingly ridiculous, and give it as a 
Reaſon, why the Gentlemen in Power ſhould 
be treated, with eternal Contempt by their Fel- 
Iow- Citizens, and be for ever excluded from their 
Regard and Affection; when theſe filly Fellows 
ſay, that Oak-Stairs were made, becauſe 
Stone would not ſuit the Carpenter : Might 
they not, in caſe Stone-Steps had been 
erected, have ſaid, with equal Force and 
Energy, that the Steps were made of Stone, 

becauſe 
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becauſe Oak would not ſuit the Maſon ? 
One might have hoped, that by * 
the Steps at Black-Friers partly Stone, an 
partly Oak, every Body might have been 
pleaſed, ſince each Perſon might have trod on 
either, as he liked beſt ; and as my Authors 
are ſo angry, notwithſtanding they . have 
their Choice of Oaken or Stone-Steps, it is 
very plain to me, that the Gentlemen, now 
in Power, can make no Steps that will pleaſe 
them. I hope I ſhall be forgiven for treat- 
ing this Matter ludicrouſly, for ſuch imper- 
tinent Objections as theſe deſerve no ſerious 
Anſwer. 


Of the ſame ridiculous Stamp is another 
Complaint they make in the ſame Page, 
viz. That truly, Scaffolding had been al- 
lowed to the Artificers that ſtuccoed the 
Outſide of Guild-Hall, although a certain 
difatorial Deputy had ſaid they ſhould have 
none: What Deputy theſe angry Gentlemen 
are pleaſed to point out by this pompous 
Appellation, I neither know nor care; but 
ſure if theſe ingenious Contrivers knew in 
what manner Stucco could be laid on the 
Outſide of Guild-Hall without Scaffolding, 
it would have been kind in them to have com- 
municated their Secret to the Committee, 
who would have received it with Thanks; 
but till they are pleaſed to make this Diſco- 
very, Scaffolding will be deemed as neceſ- 
ſary for performing Stucco-Work, as Straw 
is, for the making of Bricks; and if my 
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Authors ever did look into the Bible, (which 
the whole Tenour of their Performance 
makes me ſtrongly doubt) they muſt have 
have ſeen oy 1 1 Pbaraob, King of 
Epypt, was blamed for expecting the Jraelites 
1501 make Bricks . the 
Committee of City-Lands are not ſo unrea- 
ſonble as to this, from any Artificers, 
who although they are Artificers, are till 
their Fellow-Citizens ; they will therefore 
leave the Honourable Title of Egpytian Task- 
| Maſters, to my worthy Authors, and their 
| Friends, to be by them exerciſed as ſoon as 
| their profound Treatiſe on Cihy-Corruption 
ſhall have had it's intended Effect; that is, 
when it ſhall have occaſioned a Change of 
Hands, and ſhall have baniſhed the Gentle- 
men, now in Power, from the Eſteem and 
Regard of their Fellow-Citizens, to make 
Room for themſelves. 


Theſe worthy Patrons of Scurrility and 
Defamation, having now exhauſted their 
whole Store of what they have had the con- 
ſummate Aſſurance to call plain Fats, ſupported 
by Evidence, which carries it's own Conviction 
with it, conclude all, by a general Aſſertion, 
in pag. 19, That the Gentlemen, in Power, 
partake the unfair Gains, of all Artificers em- 
Ployed either in the City's or Bridge- Houſe Af- 
i! fairs; but as this Accuſation is unſup 
1 by any kind of Proof, and as theſe Aſaſſins 
il of the good Names of their Brethren, have 
been plainly and fully convicted of Malice 

| and « 
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and Falſchood, in every Fact they have ad- 
vanced throughout their whole Libel, I ſhall 
take no Pains, to refute a Calumny, of which 


their Word alone is Guarrantee, being fully 
convinced, that by this time they appear ſo 
ſcandaloiiſiy contemptible in the Eyes of all 
Men of Virtue and Honour, that their Evi- 
dence would not be ſufficient to hang a Dog, 
nor their ord be taken for the tenth Part 
of a Farthing. 


I flatter myſelf, that I have ſufficiently de- 
tected the Authors of the Book before me, 
and that they ſtand convicted of the baſeſt 
and moſt ungenerous Attempt, which human 
Nature, in it's greateſt Depravity can be 
capable of, I mean that of endeavouring, 
by falſe Aſſertions, and Facts purpoſely 
wrong ſtated, to blacten and defame Cha- 
rafters, which ever have deferved a quite 
different Treatment : If Gentlemens Repu- 
tations were to be blaſted by the infectious 
Breath of ſuch 1n/es as theſe, hard, very 
hard indeed, would be the Fate, of any one 
that had a Share in the Management of the 
City*s Buſineſs ; no Perſon, either of Character 
or Fortune, would, on ſuch Terms, have any 
thing to do in the Adminiſtration of the 
City's Affairs: The greateſt Dignities of the 
City muſt fall to the Lot of Men of no 
Worth, if an upright, juſt, and unblameable 
Conduct, cannot protect Men of Honour 
from the infamous Attempts of ſuch merci- 
leſs Defamers as theſe I have now been cor- 
recting : 
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reing : Should this vile Practice continue 
without Rebuke, the Court of Aldermen it 
ſelf might, in Time, be filled with People 
of a Rank ſo low in Life, as muſt naturally 
make them the eaſy Purchaſe of any Power 
that might think them worth buying ; their 


Wants, as well of Fortune, Character, as 


Shame, might preſs them in ſuch a Manner 

as. not to permit them to wait for the Appli- 

cation of the Corrupter ; they would, pro- 

bably, meet him half Way, and offer them- 

ſelves willing Proſtitutes, Volunteers in Ini- 

guy : But I hope this will never be the un- 
appy Condition of this City. 


I ſhould now, as I promiſed, proceed 
to ſhew, that it is impoſſible that any Per- 
ſon, who has the leaſt Pretence to the Cha- 
racter of a Gentleman, could have any Hand 
in the wretched Performance now before 


me; but as the Chain of Lies, Malice, 


and Falſchood, which runs through it, muſt 
have made it evident, that it muſt be the 
Production of infamous Heads and corrupt 
Hearts, and as I have ſpent more Time, than 
I intended, in expoſing the villainous Un- 
truths contained in it, I ſhall beg to be ex- 
cuſed, if I ſhew Mercy to my Readers, and 
only juſt mention ſome of thoſe Paſlages, 
which are both nonſenſical and abſurd, with- 
out making any exact Annotations, on the 
Stile and Manner of a Book, which 1s ſo 


very much below the Dignity of Criticiſm, 
and 
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and the Notice of any Man of common Un 
derſtanding. | 


Can any Man of Senſe read that Paſſage, 
in pag. 4, and not conclude the Authors 
uite deprived of Reaſon ? It runs in the 
Showing Words: The firſt Scene that pre- 


ſents itſelf is, the extraordinary Conduf? of a 
diſtinguiſhed Club, who, to conceal their Patrio- 


tiſm, have encircled themſelves within a certain 


grand Luminary, that it might all center in the 


common Intereſts only, of their dear Conſtituents, 


What, in the Name of Nonſenſe, can they 


mean by this bombaſt Jargon ? Is it a good 
Method of concealing any Thing, to encircle 
it within a grand Luminary ; or, in other 
Words, put it in a ſtrong Light? 


Pag. 5, they ſay ; The Mi fortune is, here, 
the ſacred Office of a Common-Council- Man is 
proftituted to the loweſt and baſeſt Ends. Here 
Where? This pretty Paragraph 1s ſome- 
thing obſcure, for want of the Authors ex- 
plaining, where the Proſtitution, they com- 
plain of, was committed; had it been dated 
from the Place where it was wrote, no Man 
would, I believe, diſpute the Truth of the 
Aſſertion: I ſhould be glad, however, to 
know, by what Authority, either antient or 
modern, they apply the Epithet, ſacred, to 
the Office of a Common-Council-Man ; hav- 
ing, till now, I muſt confeſs, conſidered it 


as an Office of a Nature purely Civil. 
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In the ſame Page they further ſay, So 
graſping after private Lucre, has this Knot of 
People been, that they have ſuffered nothing to 
eſcape them, where any offered, for Plunder : 
Any what? The Grammar as well as the 
Senſe is defective, for want of ſome Ad- 
dition here; which, I hope, they will be 
pleaſed to rectify in their Third Edition of 
this moſt extraordinary Performance. 


In the ſame Page, they acquaint their 
Readers, that the Acceptance of a Place 
under the Crown, vacates a Seat in Par- 
liament ; this is, I muſt own, very great 
News, and, I hope, they will have all the 
Honour of ſo great, fo uſeful a Diſcovery, 
which muſt have been the Effect of great 
reading : but, for the Benefit of ſuch as 
are not ſo profoundly learned as themſelves, 
I could wiſh they would be ſo good as to 
explain what immediately follows, viz. And 
3t is the Choice of the People only that de- 
termines, who are fit Perſons to ſerve the 
Public, where their private Intereſt is con- 
cerned : This is what we may juſtly call, 
in Engliſh, Gibberiſob; in French, Gali- 
malias. 


In pag. 10. They ſeem as abſurd, and as 
unfortunate, in applying the Epithet, Honou- 
rable, to Maſon's Work, as they were be- 
fore in that of /acred, to a Common-Coun- 
cil-Man. | 

In 


1 


In pag. 16. I find the following perplexed 
Sentence, which I ſuppoſe my Authors in- 
tended for a Riddle: They ſay, Though 
Myr H is not, yet he is employed as City- 
Maſon, and therefore ought not to be ſo, with- 
out Advertiſement, &c, which is to ſay, He 
is not; yet he 1s, and therefore ought not 
to be : What Stuff is this ? 


I ſhall, in the next Place, preſent my 
Readers with a ſmall Defe& in Chronology, 
into which my Authors have blundered, 
from their Eagerneſs in purſuing their Chace 
of Defamation ; they had, in the polite 
Manner, already quoted, ſpent many Pages 
in diſplaying the Corruptions, which occurred 
in the ſeveral Works of Moor- Fields, Biſbop's- 
Gate, Fleet-Ditch, &c. the earlieſt of which 
was begun in the Year 1732. They then 
proceed, and ſay, pag. 13. From the Pri- 
valence of ſuch Meaſures, it is little to be admi- 
red, that the Bills of our Artificers ſhould fu ell 
to ſuch an enormous Height, as to give Birth 
to a Repreſentation in 1729: This mult be 
allowed to be very wonderful, and, in ſome 
future Edition, they are deſired to reconcile 
this to common Senſe, 


In ͤ the ſame Page, 13, they ſay, that if 
they were to write themſelves ou, they have 
Matter ſufficient to fill a Volume; this wants 
a little Sort of Explanation : If by writing 


themſelves out, they mean exhauſting their 
Malice 
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Malice and Scurrility, I muſt agree with 
them, that they have not only Matter ſuf- 
ficient to fill one Volume, but twenty; but if 
they mean Facts, I muſt beg Leave to aſſure 
them that they have ſo effectually wrote them. 
ſelves owt, that they have been out in every 
Fatt they have wrote. 


As to the Words quivalent, pag. 12. in- 
ſtead of equivalent ; think, in pag. 20, in- 
ſtead of Thing; and popular, in pag. 36, in- 
ſtead of populous, I ſhould not charge them 
on my Authors as bad Engliſh, had they 
not let them ſtand in what they have the 
impertinent Aſſurance to call the ſecond 
Edition of this bright Performance; I 
would, however, adviſe them to rectify theſe 
Blunders in all future Impreſſions, leſt in Ages 
to come they may be as Stumbling-blocks to Com. 
Mentalors. 


I have now done with this wretched dull 
Stuff, and heartily my Reader's Pardon 
for having detained him ſo long, on a Sub. 
Ject ſo undeſerving his Time or Notice. If 
J have been too prolix, I hope it will be 
imputed to the Nature of the Pamphlet I 
have had under my Laſh, where the Malice 
and Falſehood of every Line would require 
an Anſwer, when, at the ſame Time, the 
Dulneſs and Abſurdities of it could ſcarce 
deſerve one. 
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To conclude all, I defire the World will 
judge between the Gentlemen in the Ma- 
nagement of Affairs, and their Accuſers, 
and pronounce, whether theſe laſt have not 
fairly drawn their own Pictures, and are 
not themſelves the Perſons, who, by all the 
wicked Arts of Deceit, Miſrepreſentation, and 
Falſe hood, are endeavouring to impoſe on the 
Underſtandings of their Fellow-Citizens, and 
therefore juſtly meriting their utmoſt Deteſta- 
tion and ſevereſs Reſentment. ; 
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